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Commentary — By the Composer ”The Golden Chain ”

#[n this music I have tried to distil the essence of Jewish folk melodies. I have used the form of a
suite. The musical material of the songs 1s drawn entirely from East-European Jewish folk songs. I
have not tried to give an arrangement of these songs in the individualistic-romantic way which was,
for instance, practiced at the time of Liszt who transferred songs by Schubert and others into another
world of ideas and feeling quite different from the atmosphere of the original songs. I have tried as
far as possible to keep to the spirit of the original folk songs which are the expression of a people.
And so, I might call this method, in juxtaposition to the individualistic conception, a collectivistic
one, an attitude which has also been taken by such masters as Kodaly and Bartok. I have changed
nothing in the melodic structure of the songs and am therefore entitled to call my music real folklore
music. I have used instrumentation and thematic elaboration only as a medium to colour the different
psychological contents of the poems. The seven songs of the Suite are the different expression of
Jewish sentiment and feelings contained in the folklore of Eastern European Jewry. Jewish music,

in my opinion, contains the expression of certain feelings common to Jews all over the world.”

Taken from the concert program of the world-premiere for The Golden Chain by the Palestine

Orchestra (later known as the IPO), 1938, conducted by Issay Dobrowen



